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AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS ANTWERP 305 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: BE, ASEC 

SUBJECT: HONORARY AUSTRIAN CONSUL IN ANTWERP KIDNAPPED 

1 . ON MARCH EIGHT THE HONORARY AUSTRIAN CONSUL GENERAL IN 
ANTWERP, BELGIAN CITIZEN CHARLES (KAREL) BRACHT, WAS REPORTED 

BY THE PRESS TO HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED. OUR SOURCES IN THEANTWERP POL- 
ICE BELIEVE THAT THE SIXTY-THREE YEAR OLD BARON HAS BEEN 
KIDNAPPED FOR MONETARY AND NOT FOR POLITICAL REASONS. 

2. COMMENT: BRACHT COMES FROM A WELLKNOWN BUSINESS FAMILY 
IN ANTWERP WHICH HAS MANY INTERESTS IN PLANTATIONS IN ZAIRE, 
INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA. 
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